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SUBJ: SHAPIQ AL HOUT DISCUSSES PLO/PATAH RELATIONS WITH SYRIA AND 
LEBANESE SITUATION 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: EMBOFP HAS RECEIVED REPORT PROM RELIABLE SOURCE 
OP REMARKS MADE BY SHAPIQ AL HOUT, DIRECTOR OP BEIRUT PLOO OPPICE 
AND AN 'ARAPAT MAN, IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION APRIL 6. IN COURSE OF 
CONVERSATION, HOUT DISCUSSED MINIMAL DEMANDS OP KAMAL JUMBLATT AND 
EXPRESSED APPREHENSION RE SYRIAN ACTIONS AND INTENTIONS. END SUM- 
MARY. 

2. PLO VIEW OP LEBANESE SCENE: HOUT SAID IT IS HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT JUMBLATT IS WILLING TO ACCEPT ANY OP MENTIONED PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES SO LONG AS NEXT PRESIDENT IS NOT RPT NOT IMPOSED 

BY SYRIA. HOUT BLAMED PRANGIE POR PAILURE OP SYRIA INITIATIVE ON 
1 1 MARCH. HE BELIEVED JUMBLATT WOULD INSIST ON FRANGIE'S RESIGNATION, 
BUT PROBABLY COULD BE TALKED INTO ACCEPTING LESS THAN MAXIMAL POS- 
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NOT REJECT SYRIAN INITIATIVE BUT BOTH WILL OPPOSE SYRIAN EEFORTS TO 
DESTROY "INDEPENDENT IDENTITY" OE PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESSE. 

3. PLO/FATAH RELATIONS WITH SYRIA: HOUT SECONDED JUMBLATT'S 
ASSERTION THAT SYRIANS DON'T HAVE FULL UNDERSTANDING OE LEBANESE 
SCENE AND OPINED THAT PRESIDENT ASAD WOULD FACE INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
IE HE OPENLY INTERVENED MILITARILY IN LEBANON. PLO EULLY AGREES 
WITH SYRIAN POLITICAL INITIATIVE HERE BUT WILL RESIST BY ANY MEANS 
SYRIAN HEGEMONY. HOUT CLAIMED SYRIANS ARE CONTINUING TO INEILTRATE 
REGULAR TROOPS IN SA'IQA GARB AND STATED PLO/EATAH RELATIONS WITH 
SATQA ARE CURRENTLY AT LOWEST EBB CONCEIVABLE SHORT OE OPEN WAR- 
EARE. HOUT CONEIRMED THAT SA'IQA ELEMENTS (WHICH HE SAID ARE ACT- 
UALLY SYRIAN REGULARS) ARE SLOWLY ESTABLISHING CONTROL OVER KEY 
INSTALLATIONS IN LEBANON AND HAVE OCCUPIED PORTS OP SIDON AND 
TRIPOLI AS WELL AS ZAHRANI REPINERY SOUTH OP SIDON. HE VIGOROUSLY 
DENIED PRESS REPORTS THAT UNITS OP THE PEA AIN JALUT BRIGADE WERE 
INVOLVED IN TRIPOLI OCCUPATION. SYRIA WAS BRINGING IN ITS OWN TROOPS, 
HE ASSERTED, BECAUSE DAMASCUS REGARDS PLA PORCES HERE AS "UNREL- 
IABLE." AS EVIDENCE, HE ALLEGED THAT PLA UNIT SENT IN EARLY MARCH 
TO QUELL BEGINNINGS OP "BARRACKS REBELLION " IN TRIPOLI AREA HAD 
REFUSED TO CARRY OUT ITS ORDERS AND EXPRESSED SOLIDARITY WITH 
LEBANESE ARMY ELEMENTS WHO HAD DECLARED POR LT. KHATIB'S "LEBANESE 
ARAB ARMY." 
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